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of how | arrived at this position. Read and learn.

The Flight

Our detractors call us the Plague and Plunder Party. What do you expect from losers, eh? | have no time f
They make all the noise in the papers and then atnigiht they come by and ask for money. Oh yes! They c
offering their constituencies for a ransom .1 tell them all to get lost. Rather than spend on their measly voter
rig the elections with half the amount of money they demand. Nonsense!

Firstthings first, let me tell you about the flight.

When the news first came to me that all the contestants for the Gubernatorial party ticket were flying from La
Ponmo on a chartered flight, | was immediately suspicious. | decided that if | got tarploet and any of them wag
missing | would not board the flight. Ah ah, why risk flying into a trap?

The airport lobby was full. Everyone greets a politician prior to election. The fools called the electorate, wit

ulterior motives written across thie stony foreheads. They greet bowing before me, shaking my hand clgy
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No problem, | have a littlgreen book. All my expenditures are recorded in black ink. When | assume office,

promised myself to first take back all my expenses as a mater of priority. With interest o! Correct interest. If

wetin you go do? Ah ah! | am a free born of Fmn A son of the soil. A foetus in the womb of Ponmon. | tell yqg
will plaster my placenta on the state treasury while | sleep in government house. A beautiful umbilical cq
connect that placenta to my pocket. Is that not what the students cadictlientry? | have deep pockets o! Forgi
my digressions.

Every idiot in Ponmo State feels he deserves a visit from me just because | want to contest. And when yd
grairia (GKS& yYyS@OSNI tAaldSy G2 Lkt A OASthed huddyrman bgafh Sya
awaiting my obligatoryprown envelomr Ghana must ggresentation. These are the same hypocrites who will gd
TV lamenting the bad roads. | tell you, when | get to Government house the pot holes will become as deep
Perhaps that will solve the portable water scarcity.

The only road | will be tarring is the one to my foreign accounts.
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will be operating (iffou understand my French). | have seen the apartments we will buy already. Well not a
seen as in the flesh but a picture tells a million stories. Make we leave dat one for now.

Take Off.

We were all fixing our seat belts and being irritated by ykeye Captain.
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| say, | don win again! Win what? | don win the party ticket to contest the position of Governor of Ponmo Jlate a
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My enemies looked on with envy. May pepper enter their eye ointment. Nonsense.
| fool pass Garri sha. Why should | be flying with political eneonethe same flight, eh?
A pregnant woman squeezes down the aisle for the umpteenth time.

Wal RFYZ 6S FINB Foz2dzi (G2 GF1S 2FFQ &alFAR 2dzNJ F AN f.2a
RNAGSNI (12 K2f R 0NJI 1 S>Iwaytbed Be actiors staftedl.ZTRo niek i§ daNFgladses Suidinly L
stood and made for the cockpit. | knew something was up.

FRIGHT

Seconds after they went out of view, what sounded like ' gun shots could be heard.
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finished, and we are still at party ticket level. When | am dedlavenner tonight, | still need to campaign throughofjt
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the blood of every aspiring Politician in Ponmon.

| tell you, when | get to Government house eh!

No worries about my financial state (excuse the pun) once | get the party ticket tonight, the sponsorshifis an
donations will flow in. Like | said, | have @an book. Any company that does not donate handsomely tojiny
campaign fund will not get a contract in Ponmon for eight years. (You sabi say na two terms | go do now). Thjl:y kne
they cannot survive without government contracts and whoever wins the PPP rmimla\as won the state. Th
20KSNJ INF aaK2LIISN) O2ydSaidlyida FNRBY (KS 20KSNJ 3INJF dzL
know how we do it. Close to polling day when it is obvious they cannot win, we promise them good positifins ol
various boards and they go tell their people to vote for me. Finito!

I must say, it has not been easy for me to be throwing away hard earned money in the name of politicsfjl hav
suffered in Lagos for thirty years. First as an electrician, then | moved intldbiic generator trade. At one time,

even sold electric chairs. Hard earned money, | had to give out so freely in the last two years. Even sef all tl
millions | have in the boxes with which | am now travelling, are borrowed from the bank. Myomamsiekki is thg
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mouth bad.
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Back to the crisis. The two men now holding gumeched out the pilots down the aisle. The gunmen lookediso
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blood.

We¢ KA A& Aakk ay ybul sugpos& XVe are only here to do our@ice we have finished your flight can continfz.
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he moved along. He told how he feared we may make calls to the Police about their opekiaiso said hd
girlfriend sold mobile phones and this would make a nice present birthday present. In this nations we are JjIl we
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his breast poket and began to read.
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services? | paid your boss to stage a mock assassination attempt at R@mwport. What is all this nonsense? Aj |
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Skido was planning against me and we riedtl { 2 ( ( ®
| was in shock.
. Chi
Professor Tom Tom at the hotel where the primaries would take place.
WeKA& Aa I Y GKedodr jobsFrdgm cOritegtantd & the same gubernatorial race. This is what is sgbiling
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buy. Those are my guiding principles in business. | will collect money and jobs from as many as are yilling
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went up.
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holding his worlsheet.
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At this point all the eb and soup | have ever swallowed flashed before my eyes. Na lie, | cannot die arfil ther
miss many more illustrious years of eba swallowing. No way. | had to think of something fast.
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to cover the primaries. What it not yesterday | gave them brown envelopes in my office?
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him to add a fifth job to his work sheet work sheet. A kind of fifth amendment if you understand my F§:nch.
Kill all the gubernatorial candidates on board | requested. You nedthve seen their faces. Chief M5
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Professor Tom Tom and one more for himself. Then kill Chief Professor for Skido and protect Chief Hjofess
at the PPP Primaries in Ponmo. Next protect Chief Mrs Chingum duritfiggtitdout before that kill her for
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There was now high tension in the aircraft. The back door had been opened and people on the grourf{i
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K-TV, start filming. BBJ as professional as ever got started.
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kill all the four contestants for the PPP gubernatorial ticket. Your award winning station is once agairfjin the
thick of the action.

The would be assassins are John and Kunle. And the gubernatorial candidates ad® SCHd Professo
¢2Y ¢2Y3X /KAST ¢ANBo2 FyR fFraid FYyR RSTAYAGSTE { i
BBJ as he spoke. On dangled a Microphone over head while the other two struggled with lightifig an
camera equipment. The camera mawung his camera from BBJ to the passengers while the light manfjried
his best to keep up.

I must confess, | had no plan. | thought | must do something no matter how foolish to prolong my lifgf How
absurd we must have looked. All stood on the aisle simgat

W aGNBGOKSR KA& YAONRBLK2YS y

AAAAA G2 NIAAS KAa& ( ' [7)
asked.TheIlghtwasnowshlnlng'o W2 KyQa FIFOSod . St 5 S| Y
I 6A0 6KSYy KS NBIFfAasSR ' a
0SaLkR1S aSOdz2NRiG& aSNE SK I € 1
Y.idzeé2dz KI @S 2dzai

A f
W2KYy y2¢g g2NB I R 2 - S 6 NI KA
execute. He wanted us to kill him aKdS ( (i A
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Wdam thinking of declaring amnesty to all but | have promised my Juju that | will kill someone today b
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looked like death has decided to hang arouné today. Na lie. There must be a way out. Chai! The ¢
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accord. Even the ye ye would be assassins joined in. That Jimoh never ceases to amaze me. Twenty
we used to attend the same Briil KSt F2NJ 2dzNJ 6SS{1f@& Woz2eéa yAIKI(
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soon ,these fools will shoot me. Meanwhile BBJ squeezed past toigtethe new mother. Kunle and Jo
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have always dreamed of dying in my mansion surrounded by grand children. How can a titled man di
stinking plane? And you know what? If you die of gun shots, it will be a post mortem. My body will bel
the police to cut up as they please. Not that | worry about being cut up. No. It is what they will find
they undress me that | worry about. You degas born without testicles. That is my secret. The whole td
will now know that all my children are not mine. Kai! | had to tell madam Skido to go out and find ch
That was our family planning. Of course the men had to look a bit like me. Howl waoibk if an Oyinba
pickin commot. The shame! All my enemies will run my family out of town.

Then of course they will see the amulets | wear round my waist and the juju calabash across m
Remember that | am a Deacon in church. Then there isctimelom. | don die o! | had forgotten th
condom. No these people cannot shoot me. No way. The condom story is for another day but as y
inquisitive | will cut a long story short if you get my meaning. You see last year | started being visited

beautiful woman each night. She had flowing long hair and an hour glass figure. We loved each otH:

always came when | fell asleep. When | woke up after being with her, madam Skido began to look ug
eyes. | told Pastor Jimoh and he said | Wasng a mami water demon. He ordered me to appear
deliverance and stop these visits. What! Deliver me from wetin | dey enjoy? Na lie. | started avoiding
Jimoh. | told madam Skido that Jimoh was paranoid. He saw a demon in everything.

| contirued my love affair with this beautiful mermaid for weeks. | thought of her all day at work
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One morning | woke up and asked madam if she eat fiSh tLINS @A 2 dzda Yy A IKGH W5
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that mami water had the audacity to appear in the center of my matrimonial bed. God forbid. | still re
to go for exorcism and madam Skido evacuated the bedroom.

| became afraid though. You sabi say if mami water give you AIDS, no one canatwiément. You will
need a Doctor who can come into the dream world to offer treatments. Where will | find such a Dod
Lagos? Since then | have always worn a condom. Day and night. Ah ah, you cannot be too careful. |
asleep in a board méeg and she appeared. When | woke everyone was looking at me strangely. Ti
GKSe KIFI@S NBFdzaSR G2 NBLISFdG 6KFG L é6la akeiy
gSIENI I O2yR2YQ fAFTS adefSod / Kldiedsed by thogedoivik matsar
attendants. Surely they will laugh at the absent testicles and the blue condom | have on. | must
today!

Imagine going off without saying goodbye to madam Skido. Na lie. Was it not her savings | used to
first tool kit all those years ago? Did | not use what was left of her savings for my hospital bills af
electrocution three weeks into the job? Ha! That woman has supported me o! All my six children lo
me. How she chooses the men, | do not know. ke@mnen o! That not withstanding, | love her. This ma
water girl or spirit or what ever she calls herself must go. Anything it takes. Even if | have to move
Pastor Jimoh and fast for twenty one days.
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to have much support among the passengers. Chief Mrs Chingum smiled and begarharself. She i
such a beauty. Even me gaan will vote for her to live before | vote for myself. She knew that this de
favoured her. Who would shot a woman when there are men to be shot?

BBJ suggested we all be allowed to give a five minute prasentof our manifesto. A sort of mock electig
campaign. The one with the least votes loses his life. Everyone cheered. The passengers were now g
GKSe ¢2dzZ R y20 6S KINXY¥SR YR RARYy QG OFNB 4KI G

| did my calculations. Chief profesdsra born orator. Chief Mrs Chingum is just too yellow and cute.
makes this a race between me and Chief Tirebo. | do hope he has written his will. Let the Ayo begin!

THE FIGHT

BBJ was now on his best form. Screaming down the camera like he haduaenaf rabies infection and kai k{
AGAYYAY 3 | NPBdzy RC K A2 OANNMMID O Narzalit Y G KS F OGAz2y | a
John motioned to me with his pistol to set the ball rolling. | signalled to two of my aides to bring down tke
sports bag from the overhead luggage compartment. If it is a campaign they want them it is a campaign they
Wt I aG2NJ WAY2KSE LI SIHaS LN} & F2NJdza +Ffft +ra ¢S adl N
| say he mushave been conceived on a stormy moonless night when all the demons came out to play. To o
a face is a punishment. Wowo criminal!
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Herewe are in the belly of this metallic Leviathan. Oh Lord, do not let any life be lost. As you took Jonah to
GFr1S dza G2 t2yY2y® [SG dza it flFyR AYy t2yY2y | A
chorused a resounding ame
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threw it in all directiors. They all scrambled. | keep on showering them till the bag was empty.
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constant electric supply will generate industries and jobs in Roand thus reduce crime. | promise to give a sd
panel to every household in Ponmon within three weeks of assuming office. In my generosity | will extend thjis
will gesture to the homeless who sleep under the bridges. | shall fix solar panels kmgl fegis under every bridg
,S5a GKFG Aa vYeé StSOGNRO LIRoSNI adzllLx e LRtAOe |FyR

| don win. My aides lead the singing and all joined in the victory song, their voices somewhat augnyethtedisp
naira notes in their hands.

Winner, eh, eh, eh

Winner

Sir Skido you don win o

Winner

Pata pata, you go win forever

Winner
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woman my monetary gift.




When the noise settled and | had finished milking in the support of the people Kunle still wearing those awf
3flaaSa FalSR GKS LAfT20052 y36RIOKOAKS 2Fy AAWS D23
gave him a stern look.
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Kunle introduced the next speaker. Chief Tirebo. | faitysfor him. He had no speech planed. We all knew he wd i

the primaries so to steal support from Chief Professor Tom Tom (The two of them hail from the sam
I2PSNYYSyid FNBF yR KSyOS KFER GKS al YS & chiigignNge wall
fully sponsored by the Chingum family. Now he had to speak to save his life.
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money laundering cash through his electf® f SNI G2 NJ 6dza Ay S&aaQad L Y24
rubbish the opposition; a tried and tested approach especially when there is nothing original to say. Chief
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good fortune my good head. As soon as | opened my mouth everybody is comfortable. My people you m
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finally hit the campaign trial. (That is if | survive today). Insults work!
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or the number of girls he has infected on campus. He claims to be rmgdatiders of tomorrow in that university b
| know what he is up to. We even heard there is a skeleton in his bed room ward robe. The skeleton of hij
GKFGO ¢6Syd Yraaairy3da (G2 @SIFENR |32Q ¢KSNB g ledeweralie2hy
this is Lagos. Anything is possible. We were all too shocked to clap. Too stunned for any reaction. | suppt
Tirebo had his back to the wall and had to come out fighting.

Politics is a dirty game.

Next John pointed to Chief Profés®J ¢ 2Y ¢2Y® LG 3I2G SOSY RANIASND
been having an affair with his wife for the last two years. And yes | was unwise and | dahdomise.

If she has passed anything on to the good Chief, accept my syn@patty S RAR y20 1y26
professor signalled to his boys who began to walk up and down the aisle distributing watedtess Bnd mobile
LIK2yS&a Fff o6SINARY3I LINAYyGa 2F (GKS / KAST LINE TSHa
GAOG2NE aAYATESQd .. W YR KAa ONBg (1SLIW 2y FAfYAY
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boasted.
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with open arms into Ponmon. That is the only hope for our unemployed work force. But tell me, if you sef be
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Chief Professor to his seat. | was beginning to fear for my life. Last was Chief Mrs Chingum. She stood o
and took off with all guns blazinla & LIS2LX S 2F t2yY2ys a2 06SOl dza$s
jollof enh? Why must ambitious women of Ponmon have to make apologies for their beauty? OK, | have a g
bakassibut that does not mean everybody tastes it. They may lookthey can never touch. Chief Chingum
confirm what | am about to say, he married me a virgin and no man born of woman has ever touched me
what this Chief Tirebo has said very personal. So what if | fine. | have fine face and breastayatitl with no
I Ll2f23ASa® bk D2R R2 FYZ oA tFUG2NI WAY2KZ L fASK
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pageant shortly after the creation of own great state. | have represented this state for the last twenty yida
dignity.Do you know what it is to answer the name Miss Ponmon all these years. Anytime | hear Ponmon, |
attention. | have Ponmon in my heart always. Was it not | who devised the blueprint for the million Pshifts To
a million Ponmon chilen programme? | have the best interest of our children at heart and know what they
Some think it is food, housing, medical care and education but | know it runs deeper. They need a sense of §

and that was why the million Pradashirts wassuch a roaring success last year. | did it for passion and becay

the government contract | secured to supply thsHirts.

| have also put pride in the hearts of all Ponmon women. | have inspired them to rise above the obstacle
their way andmake something of their lives. But these Ponmon men sef. They see a successful women in a fl
FYR (GKSe& SAGKSNI areé AGQa (GKS Kdzaol yRQa Y2ySeée 2N
state Ponmon that these men have rapand abused throughout the years. These men have made Po
l AaKS¢2 YR 6S Ydzald NBaAG2NB t2yY2y (2 KI & LINBJA2dZ
Chineke! Complete pandemonium. All the women went wild, shouting ,clapping and taking off their Igels
swirling them in the air. | dodie!
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and not mine thawas on the line. | must confess sha, the tirade and ranting of Chief Mrs made her look dele
Her flashing eyes and heaving chest. Chai! | say that woman is even more beautiful when angry.

BBJ looked into his camera.

WL 3IAQOS @& 2dz !Chief8rg@hinguidthé Ol&ggund®Gucci and the Sultan of Prada, Ponmo State

Ashewo has a job to do

Come planting or harvest seasons
Embracing strangers who have paid
She loves them by the dozen

Right leg is up the Niger

Left leg is down the Benue
Blindmen queue up at hot Lokoja
Where lust points out the way

Just anyone can walk in

No qualifications required

Come pay the fee and soon replace
The one whose time has expired

Ashewo is convinced
She is on national service
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She soothes the men and aveasvar
With magic in her cervix

Money, love and demons
They pump all in Ashewo
Money, love and demons
They want to kill poor Ashewo

BBJ make a good job of the ye ye poem. The women all cheered wildly. Half of the 104 passengers were wofen. -
twins hasnow been washed and wrapped in blankets and the mother and babies went over to greet Chifif Mrs
Chingum and she doted over with twins like they were her own.

John announced voting will be by a show of hands but all gubernatorial candidates will be dxamptoting.

Everyone must vote or get shot.
ALKSNBR Ay W2 Ky Qa SN IyR SR
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Allof uswere senttél KS O2 01 LIAG® ¢2 2dzNJ &dzZNLINRAS 6S F2dzyR &f50c¢
in through the windows armed to the teeth. Chief Mrs suppressed her scream. They signalled to us to keep gfjiet ar
using bizarre sign language got us to poiat the positions of John and Kunle.

From what we later heard it happened in a flash. John and Kunle were both shot through the head and thgjorde:
was over. The plane was evacuated and while we sat in the VIP lounge being questioned by the policeeBH) slip
the tapes to a runner who speed off teatk+ Q& addzRA2ad ¢KS dzasSf Saa ¢+ adll d.
fADBS ¢+ AyOfdzZRAY3I W2KYy YR Ydzyt SQa RSIGKaod oL ogfff
The airport was besiegduay our supporters and well wishers. | must confess, | enjoyed the attention. Madam [kido
came down and we embraced like young lovers when we saw each other.

¢KS ttt o0AIpgAIa BSNB a2 GF1Sy o0& [/ KAST aNa outfoithed dzy
Gubernatorial race and run as Vice President in the Presidential race. Her glamour will surely pull in the vote

After 2 hours we were on another plane to Ponmon and made the primaries just in time.
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PoemAshewo taken from Unpublished Poetry collectioBabawilly for President. By Dr Wilson Orhiunu



