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 The Election 

By 

Dr Wilson Orhiunu (Babawilly) 

 I say, I don win again! Win what? I don win the party ticket to contest the position of Governor of Ponmo State at 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΚ bƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ tttΦ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ tŀǊǘȅΦ L ǎŀȅΣ I don win! This is a story 
of how I arrived at this position. Read and learn. 
 
The Flight 

 
Our detractors call us the Plague and Plunder Party. What do you expect from losers, eh? I have no time for them. 
They make all the noise in the papers and then at midnight they come by and ask for money. Oh yes! They come 
offering their constituencies for a ransom .I tell them all to get lost. Rather than spend on their measly voters, I will 
rig the elections with half the amount of money they demand. Nonsense! 
First things first, let me tell you about the flight. 
 
When the news first came to me that all the contestants for the Gubernatorial party ticket were flying from Lagos to 
Ponmo on a chartered flight, I was immediately suspicious. I decided that if I got to the airport and any of them was 
missing I would not board the flight. Ah ah, why risk flying into a trap? 
 
The airport lobby was full. Everyone greets a politician prior to election. The fools called the electorate, with their 
ulterior motives written across their stony foreheads. They greet bowing before me, shaking my hand clasped 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǿƻ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ΨƳŀƪŜ ǿŜ ŎƘƻǇ ƛƳ Ƴƻƴƛ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎƻǎ ǿƘŜƴ Ŝ Ŝƴǘŀ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿŜ ƴƻ Ǝƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƳ ōǊŀƪŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΩΦ 
 
No problem, I have a little green book. All my expenditures are recorded in black ink. When I assume office, I have 
promised myself to first take back all my expenses as a mater of priority. With interest o! Correct interest. If na you, 
wetin you go do? Ah ah! I am a free born of Ponmo. A son of the soil. A foetus in the womb of Ponmon. I tell you, I 
will plaster my placenta on the state treasury while I sleep in government house. A beautiful umbilical cord will 
connect that placenta to my pocket. Is that not what the students call direct entry? I have deep pockets o! Forgive 
my digressions. 
 
Every idiot in Ponmo State feels he deserves a visit from me just because I want to contest. And when you go on 
Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ Ψ5ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŀ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΩ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŎǊŀǘŎh their hungry- man byah byah 
awaiting my obligatory brown envelop or Ghana must go presentation. These are the same hypocrites who will go on 
TV lamenting the bad roads. I tell you, when I get to Government house the pot holes will become as deep as wells. 
Perhaps that will solve the portable water scarcity. 
 
 The only road I will be tarring is the one to my foreign accounts. 
hƘ ȅŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ¦{! ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 5ǳōŀƛ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ΨƳƻƴƛ ǿŀǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩ 
will be operating (if you understand my French). I have seen the apartments we will buy already. Well not actually 
seen as in the flesh but a picture tells a million stories.  Make we leave dat one for now. 
 
Take Off. 
 
We were all fixing our seat belts and being irritated by the ye ye Captain. 
Ψ[ŀŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ DŜƴǘƭŜƳŜƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ¸ŀƪŀǘŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ tŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ tƻƴƳƻ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ L 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ttt DǳōŜǊƴŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΩΦ 
wŀǇǘǳǊƻǳǎ ŎǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ{ƛǊ {ƪƛŘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƭƛŘŜΗΩ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ L ǿŀǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǊǎŜ- tail in recognition of the voice of the 
people.  
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My enemies looked on with envy. May pepper enter their eye ointment. Nonsense. 
I fool pass Garri sha. Why should I be flying with political enemies on the same flight, eh?  
A pregnant woman squeezes down the aisle for the umpteenth time. 
 
ΨaŀŘŀƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦΩ ǎŀƛŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƛǊ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎΦ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘΦ Ψ!ōŜƎΣ ǘŜƭƭ 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ōǊŀƪŜΣ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻΩ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ Lǘ was then the action started. Two men in dark glasses suddenly 
stood and made for the cockpit. I knew something was up. 
 
FRIGHT 

 
Seconds after they went out of view, what sounded like gun shots could be heard. 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŎŀƭ ΨL ƪƴŜǿ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ Řƻƴ ŎƻƳŜ ƧŀƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ bƛƎŜǊ 
5Ŝƭǘŀ aƛƭƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊŜΦ YŀƛΣ L Řƻƴ ŘƛŜΩΦ  5ƛŜ ƪŜΚ aŜΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘƛŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΦ ¢ƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎ 
finished, and we are still at party ticket level. When I am declared winner tonight, I still need to campaign throughout 
tƻƴƳƻƴΩǎ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ΨōŀŘΩ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ hƘ ȅŜǎΗ Ψ.ŀŘΩ ōǊŜŀǘƘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜŘȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŜŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻǘǘŜƴ ǘŜŜǘƘ 
ǿƘƻ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǳŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨƻǳǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎe same vultures complain 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩ ŀǘ ǊƻŀŘ ƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ΨǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ ²Ŝǘƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜ ȅŜ ΨYƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΩ ŘŜȅ ŘƻΚ {ƛǘΣ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ƛƳǇǊŜƎƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳŎƪ 
the blood of every aspiring Politician in Ponmon. 
 
I tell you, when I get to Government house eh! 
No worries about my financial state (excuse the pun) once I get the party ticket tonight, the sponsorships and 
donations will flow in. Like I said, I have a green book. Any company that does not donate handsomely to my 
campaign fund will not get a contract in Ponmon for eight years. (You sabi say na two terms I go do now). They know 
they cannot survive without government contracts and whoever wins the PPP primaries has won the state. The 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ όΨ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ L Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳύΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘŜŘΦ ²Ŝ 
know how we do it. Close to polling day when it is obvious they cannot win, we promise them good positions on 
various boards and they go tell their people to vote for me. Finito! 
 
I must say, it has not been easy for me to be throwing away hard earned money in the name of politics. I have 
suffered in Lagos for thirty years. First as an electrician, then I moved into the electric generator trade. At one time, I 
even sold electric chairs. Hard earned money, I had to give out so freely in the last two years. Even sef, all the 
millions I have in the  boxes with which I am now travelling, are  borrowed from the bank. My mansion in Lekki is the 
ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜǊŀƭΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ƻΗ LŦ ǎƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ Ψ!ƧŜƎǳƴƭŜ ƧŜƧǳƴŜΗΩ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŀ ōŀŘ 
mouth bad. 
 
LΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ Ƨŀƛƭ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƘŜǊ ŜǾƛƭ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΦ 
Back to the crisis. The two men now holding guns marched out the pilots down the aisle. The gunmen looked so 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƎƭȅ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƴ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ƻŦ 
blood. 
 
Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Ƙƛ-jack as you suppose. We are only here to do our job. Once we have finished your flight can continue. 
bƻǿ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΩΦ Iƛǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇƘƻƴŜǎΦ IŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀǎ 
he moved along. He told how he feared we may make calls to the Police about their operation. He also said he 
girlfriend sold mobile phones and this would make a nice present birthday present. In this nations we are all well 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
his breast pocket and began to read. 
 
Ψ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ {ƪƛŘƻΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ IŀΗ aȅ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊǎŜ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ 
ΨL ǎŀȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ {ƛǊ {ƪƛŘƻΗΩ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ L ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΩ L ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ 
ΨhΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƛǊΦ ²Ŝƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǿe should assassinate you now. You have two choices head or heart, which 
ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜΚΩ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ Ƴŀƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ L ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊŜŘ Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǿƻ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ aƛƭŜ н ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 
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services? I paid your boss to stage a mock assassination attempt at Ponmon airport. What is all this nonsense? All I 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŘƛǘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛŜǎ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅΩΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛŘƛƻǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ ΨhƎŀ {ƪƛŘƻΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳǊ Ƨƻōǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŜŜǘΦ ¢ǿƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ 
from yourself and the ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ L ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ Ψ{ƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƘΚ L ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƻΗ L ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΗΩ 
 
/ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ΨL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴΦ aȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴΩΦ 
The shorteǊ ƘƻƻŘƭǳƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƛǎǘƻƭ ŀǘ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ΨŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ 
ƴƻǿΩΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƭƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎǊȅ ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ 
Skido was planning against me and we needŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ƘƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ ǳǎΩΦ 
I was in shock. 
 
The assassins went on to read the other jobs. Protect Chief Mrs Chingum during the flight and to protect Chief 
Professor Tom Tom at the hotel where the primaries would take place. 
Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻu take four jobs from contestants in the same gubernatorial race. This is what is spoiling 

ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎΩ L ǎŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŀǘǎΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘƻƻŘƭǳƳ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ Ψaȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ WƻƘƴΦ L ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ for the mix up. You see, I belong 
to a large  family of land owners in Lagos. We sell one plot of land twelve times or more. To all that care to 
buy.  Those are my guiding principles in business. I will collect money and jobs from as many as are willing to 
Ǉŀȅ ƳŜΩΦ 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ƭŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ Ψ!ƘΗ aȅ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻΗΩ  
Ψ{Ƙǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ L ŀƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΣ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ōǊŜŀƪ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƘ-ah. These Lagos 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎŜŦΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΗΩ WƻƘƴ ōŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ woman. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǘƘŜƴ  ǊŜƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜΣ Ψƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƳƛŘǿƛŦŜ ƻǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΚΩ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ¢ǿƻ ƘŀƴŘǎ 
went up. 
 
ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ YǳƴƭŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ƧƻōΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜΩ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
holding his work sheet. 
 
Ψ9Ƙ WƻƘƴΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƪƛƭƭ {ƪƛŘƻ ƴƻǿΣ Řƻ ǿŜ Ŧƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ǘƻ tƻƴƳƻ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƛǊ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƻǊ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŘƻǿƴΚΩ 
 
Ψbŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƻΣ L ƴƻ Ŧƛǘ Ŧƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀŘ ōƻŘƛΦ !ƛǊ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΩ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴΦ 
 
At this point all the eba and soup I have ever swallowed flashed before my eyes. Na lie, I cannot die and then 
miss many more illustrious years of eba swallowing. No way. I had to think of something fast. 
 
Ψ9ƘΣ WƻƘƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜƳ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƳŀƴΩΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǎƳƛƭŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ L ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛn the right direction. I continued, 
Ψ¢ǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ Y-¢± ǘƻ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΩΦ .Ŝƴ .Ŝƴƛǘƻ WǳƴƛƻǊ 
alias BBJ of K-TV shook nervously in his seat. I knew he had a film crew with him. They were all flying down 
to cover the primaries. What it not yesterday I gave them brown envelopes in my office? 
 
WƻƘƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ ΨhƪŀȅΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ aƛƭŜ н ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΦ 
bƎǿŀΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΩΦ  
 
I then told him my last wish. Bringing out a huge Ghana must go, overflowing with Naira and Dollars, I told 
him to add a  fifth job to his work sheet work sheet. A kind of fifth amendment if you understand my French. 
Kill all the gubernatorial candidates on board I requested. You need to have seen their faces. Chief Mrs 
/ƘƛƴƎǳƳ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎǊȅΣΩ ƴŀ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ƻΚ {ƪƛŘƻΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΚ IŜȅΗΩ 
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WƻƘƴ ǊǳōōŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƎƭŜŜŦǳƭƭȅΦ ΨYǳƴƭŜ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ƪƛŀ ƪƛŀΦ aŀƪŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǘŀǊǘΩΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǎŎǊƛōōƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 
new commission he read out ǘƘŜ ƧƻōǎΦΩ {ƪƛŘƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΤ ƻƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛŜŦ 
Professor Tom Tom and one more for himself. Then kill Chief Professor for Skido and protect Chief Professor 
at the PPP Primaries in Ponmo. Next protect Chief Mrs Chingum during the flight but before that kill her for 
{ƪƛŘƻΦ !ƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƪƛƭƭ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢ƛǊŜōƻΣ ŦƻǊ {ƪƛŘƻΩ ǎŀƛŘ YǳƴƭŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛǎǘƻƭΦ  
 
!ƭƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŎǎΦ WƻƘƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ΨL Řƻƴ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜΣ ŀƛǊ 
hostess abeg ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ tŀǊŀŎŜǘŀƳƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩΦ 
 
There was now high tension in the aircraft. The back door had been opened and people on the ground were 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦΦ {ƻƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ƭŀŘȅ 
began tƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ǘǿƛƴǎ ƻΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ L ŀƳ ŀ 
5ƻŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ L ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƛǘΩ ŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΦ 
 
WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ Ψ{ƻΣ ǳƴŀ Řƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŜƘΦ !ƛǊƘƻǎǘŜǎǎΣ ǎƘǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƻǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƴƻǘ Ŧit born 
ƘŜǊŜ Σ ƴŀ ƛƳ ƪƴƻǿΦ bƻ ōƛ ƛƳ ƳŀǘŜ ŘŜȅ  ōƻǊƴ  ǇƛŎƪƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ǘǊŜŜΚΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎ ǎƘǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ 
continued. 
 
K-TV, start filming. BBJ as professional as ever got started. 
 
ΨIƛΣ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛ-jacked by two men who are promising to 
kill all the four contestants for the PPP gubernatorial ticket. Your award winning station is once again in the 
thick of the action. 
 
The would be assassins are John and Kunle. And the gubernatorial candidates are Sir Skido, Chief Professor 
¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΣ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢ƛǊŜōƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘΣ /ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ /ƘƛƴƎǳƳΩΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
BBJ as he spoke. On dangled a Microphone over head while the other two struggled with lighting and 
camera equipment. The camera man swung his camera from BBJ to the passengers while the light man tried 
his best to keep up. 
 
I must confess, I had no plan. I thought I must do something no matter how foolish to prolong my life. How 
absurd we must have looked. All stood on the aisle sweating. 
 
..W ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛŎǊƻǇƘƻƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ WƻƘƴ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ L 
ƘŀƭŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƛǎǘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǿ ƻŦŦ ..WΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎΦ Ψ{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛƳŜΚΩ ..W 
asked. The light was now shining oƴ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ .ŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǿŜŀǘ Ǌŀƴ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΦ WƻƘƴ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ 
ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƘŜ  ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ¢± ǎǘŀǊΦ IŜ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ΨŜƘΣ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΦ L ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ōŜǎǇƻƪŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōƻǎǎ aƛƭŜ нΩ WƻƘƴ ǎǇƭǳǘǘŜǊŜŘΦ 
 
Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ {ƛǊ {ƪƛŘƻ  ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΩ     
WƻƘƴ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊŜ ŀ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǎ ƘŜ ōǊŀŎŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ΨƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƪŜΦ {ƪƛŘƻ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 
execute. He wanted us to kill him and ƘŜ ǇŀƛŘΦ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩΦ 
 
ΨhƪŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǇŀƛŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ bƻǿΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ 
{ƪƛŘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ abi you go kill and 
ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ ..WΦ 
 
/ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ /ƘƛƴƎǳƳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ΨƘƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƳŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΚΩ 
John looked very confused. He turned to Kunle who looked equally confused. The passengers seeing their 
uncertŀƛƴǘȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴǘ ΨYƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΗ Yƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΗ Yƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΗΩ 
 
..W ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΦ Ψ5ŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻǳǘƘǎ  ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƴΦ tƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩΦ ..W ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΚΩ 
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ΨL am thinking of declaring amnesty to all but I have promised my Juju that I will kill someone today before I 
ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƘŀƴŘŜŘΦ aƛƴƛƳǳƳ L Ƴǳǎǘ ƪƛƭƭ ƻƴŜΩ  aȅ ōƭƻƻŘ Ǌŀƴ ŎƻƭŘΦ Lǘ 
looked like death has decided to hang around me today. Na lie. There must be a way out. Chai! The cabin 
ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀōȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜΦ Ψbŀ ōƻȅ ƻΗΩ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜΦ Ψ! ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ aŀȅ that be our portion 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ tƻƴƳƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΗΩ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳƻƘΦ Ψ!ƳŜƴΗΩ ǿŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ 
accord. Even the ye ye would be assassins joined in. That Jimoh never ceases to amaze me. Twenty years ago 
we used to attend the same brƻǘƘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ Ψōƻȅǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘΩΦ bƻǿ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ǉƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΦ bŀ 
ǿŀΦ L ǿŀǎ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊ ŎǳƳ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊΦ LŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ 
soon ,these fools will shoot me. Meanwhile BBJ squeezed past to interview the new mother. Kunle and John 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǎƘƻǘΦ L ǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊǎ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻΗ L 
have always dreamed of dying in my mansion surrounded by grand children. How can a titled man die in this 
stinking plane? And you know what? If you die of gun shots, it will be a post mortem. My  body will belong to 
the police to cut up as they please. Not that I worry about being cut up. No. It is what they will find when 
they undress me that I worry about. You see I was born without testicles. That is my secret. The whole town 
will now know that all my children are not mine. Kai! I had to tell madam Skido to go out and find children. 
That was our family planning. Of course the men had to look a bit like me. How would it look if an Oyinbo 
pickin commot. The shame! All my enemies will run my family out of town. 
 
Then of course they will see the amulets I wear round my waist and the juju calabash across my chest. 
Remember that I am a Deacon in church.  Then there is the condom. I don die o! I had forgotten the 
condom. No these people cannot shoot me. No way. The condom story is for another day but as you look 
inquisitive I will cut a long story short if you get my meaning. You see last year I started being visited by this 
beautiful woman each night. She had flowing long hair and an hour glass figure. We loved each other. She 
always came when I fell asleep. When I woke up after being with her, madam Skido began to look ugly in my 
eyes. I told Pastor Jimoh and he said I was loving a mami water demon. He ordered me to appear for 
deliverance and stop these visits. What! Deliver me from wetin I dey enjoy? Na lie. I started avoiding Pastor 
Jimoh. I told madam Skido that  Jimoh was paranoid. He saw a demon in everything.  
 
I continued my love affair with this beautiful mermaid for weeks. I thought of her all day at work and 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ L ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƻƳǎΣ ȅŜǎΦ 
One morning I woke up and asked madam if she eat fish thŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ Ψ5ŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀōƛ ǎŀȅ L ŘŜȅ 
ŦƻǊōƛŘ ŦƛǎƘΩ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ Ψ{ƻ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘȅ ƎŀǎΩ L ŀǎƪŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƛƭƭ ǎƘŜ 
ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ΨǿƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜΚΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭǳƳǇǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǎƘ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ōŜŘΦ ²ƘŀǘΗ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘeek. So 
that mami water had the audacity to appear in the center of my matrimonial bed. God forbid. I still refused 
to go for exorcism and madam Skido evacuated the bedroom. 
 
I became afraid though. You sabi say if mami water give you AIDS, no one can cure that ailment. You will 
need a Doctor who can come into the dream world to offer treatments. Where will I find such a Doctor in 
Lagos? Since then I have always worn a condom. Day and night. Ah ah, you cannot be too careful. I once fell 
asleep in a board meeting and she appeared. When I woke everyone was looking at me strangely. Till date 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Ψŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ŎƻƴŘƻƳΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ /ƘŀƛΗ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴdressed by those lowly mortuary 
attendants. Surely they will laugh at the absent testicles and the blue condom I have on. I must not die 
today! 
 
Imagine going off without saying goodbye to madam Skido. Na lie. Was it not her savings I used to buy my 
first tool kit all those years ago? Did I not use what was left of her savings for my hospital bills after my 
electrocution three weeks into the job? Ha! That woman has supported me o! All my six children look like 
me. How she chooses the men, I do not know. Fear women o! That not withstanding, I love her. This mami 
water girl or spirit or what ever she calls herself  must go. Anything it takes. Even if I have to move in with 
Pastor Jimoh and fast for twenty one days. 
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..W ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ōŀŎƪΦ ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǾƻǘŜ on who we want alive. The politician with the smallest votes 
 Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƘƻǘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΩ ǎŀƛŘ YǳƴƭŜΦ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ŦƭŀǘƭȅΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 
to have much support among the passengers. Chief Mrs Chingum smiled and began to fan herself. She is 
such a beauty. Even me gaan will vote for her to live before I vote for myself. She knew that this democracy 
favoured her. Who would shot a woman when there are men to be shot? 
 
BBJ suggested we all be allowed to give a five minute presentation of our manifesto. A sort of mock election 
campaign. The one with the least votes loses his life. Everyone cheered. The passengers were now convinced 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  
 
I did my calculations. Chief professor is a born orator. Chief Mrs Chingum is just too yellow and cute. That 
makes this a race between me and Chief Tirebo. I do hope he has written his will. Let the Ayo begin! 

 
THE FIGHT 
 
BBJ was now on his best form. Screaming down the camera like he had a mixture of rabies infection and kai kai 
ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŀƛƴΦΩ¢Ǌǳǎǘ Y-¢± ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘΦ 
John motioned to me with his pistol to set the ball rolling. I signalled to two of my aides to bring down the black 
sports bag from the overhead luggage compartment. If it is a campaign they want them it is a campaign they will get. 
ΨtŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳƻƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛŦ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ YǳƴƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩ L ǎŀƛŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǳƭƎȅ WƻƘƴΦ 
I say he must have been conceived on a stormy moonless  night when all the demons came out to play. To own such 
a face is a punishment. Wowo criminal! 
 
tŀǎǘƻǊ WƛƳƻƘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ΨƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅΩΦ /ŀǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ōƻǿŜŘΦ Ψh [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΗ h [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ tƻƴƳƻΗ 
Here we are in the belly of this metallic Leviathan. Oh Lord, do not let any life be lost. As you took Jonah to Nineveh 
ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ tƻƴƳƻƴΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ tƻƴƳƻƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƭƻǊȅ Φ Lƴ WŜǎǳǎ ƴŀƳŜΗΩ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ 
chorused a resounding amen.  
 
L ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘƘǊƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴΦ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊΦ [ƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΦΩ L ŘƛǇǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧƛǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ bŀƛǊŀΦ L 
threw it in all directions. They all scrambled. I keep on showering them till the bag was empty. 
 
L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƘŀǊŘ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ [ŀƎƻǎ ōȅ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ L ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘΦ Ψ! 
constant electric supply will generate industries and jobs in Ponmo and thus reduce crime. I promise to give a solar 
panel to every household in Ponmon within three weeks of assuming office. In my generosity I will extend this good 
will gesture to the homeless who sleep under the bridges. I shall fix solar panels and ceiling fans under every bridge. 
¸Ŝǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƭƭ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊƻǳǎΦ L ǎŀȅ 
I don win. My aides lead the singing and all joined in the victory song, their voices somewhat augmented by the crisp 
naira notes in their hands.  
Winner, eh, eh, eh 
Winner 
Sir Skido you don win o 
Winner 
Pata pata, you go win forever 
Winner   
L ǘƻƻ Ƴȅ ǎŜŀǘΦ L ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōŀōȅ ŎǊȅΦ Ψbŀ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻΗΩ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΦ 
..W ǿŜƴǘ ōŜǊǎŜǊƪ Ψ .ŀōƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ {ƛǊ {ƪƛŘƻ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻǊŘŜǊΩΦ L ŘƛǇǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ !ƎōŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳƴŘƭŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ Ψ!ƴȅƻƴŜ ōƻǊƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƛŎƪƛƴΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ 
ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎΩΦ L ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƛŘŜ ǿƘo made his way to the back of the plane to give the poor 
woman my monetary gift. 
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When the noise settled and I had finished milking in the support of the people Kunle still wearing those awful dark 
ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ƻƴΦ ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΩ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ 
gave him a stern look. 
 
Ψ9ƘΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘΣ ƻƪΩ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ WƻƘƴΦ  
Kunle introduced the next speaker. Chief Tirebo. I felt sorry for him. He had no speech planed. We all knew he was in 
the primaries so to steal support from Chief Professor Tom Tom (The two of them hail from the same local 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƴŎŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōŀǎŜύ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ǘƻ /ƘƛŜŦ aǊs Chingum. He was 
fully sponsored by the Chingum family. Now he had to speak to save his life. 
 
ΨCŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ {ƛǊ {ƪƛŘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊŀǘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ 
money laundering cash through his electric gŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩΦ L ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƘƻƪŜŘΦ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿΗ {ƻ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
rubbish the opposition; a tried and tested approach especially when there is nothing original to say. Chief Tirebo 
ƴƻǿ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ Ψ{ŜŜ Ƴȅ 
good fortune, my good head. As soon as I opened my mouth everybody is comfortable. My people you must have 
ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅ ƧƻōǎΦ aȅ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴΦΩ ²Ƙŀǘ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅΣ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭl the 
ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴǎ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ WƻƘƴ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƻƴΦ Ψ/ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ /ƘƛƴƎǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ Ŝŀǎȅ ǾƛǊǘǳŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƧƻƭƭƻŦ ǊƛŎŜΤ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΩ 
 
Ψ9 ƴƻ Ǝƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŘŀΗΩ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǘΦ Ψ{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ mouth. Pretty on the 
ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǘǘŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΚΩ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢ƛǊŜōƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ΨbƻΗΩΦ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƛƴǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ L 
finally hit the campaign trial. (That is if I survive today). Insults work! 
 
bŜȄǘ ƘŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜƴƻƳ ƻƴ /ƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΦ Ψ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ L ōŜƎƛƴΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ IL± ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǎǘ 
or the number of girls he has infected on campus. He claims to be creating leaders of tomorrow in that university but 
I know what he is up to. We even heard there is a skeleton in his bed room ward robe. The skeleton of his cousin 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘese were lies but 
this is Lagos. Anything is possible. We were all too shocked to clap. Too stunned for any reaction. I suppose Chief 
Tirebo had his back to the wall and had to come out fighting. 
 
Politics is a dirty game. 
 
Next John pointed to Chief ProfessƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΦ Lǘ Ǝƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŘƛǊǘƛŜǊΦ ΨL ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 
been having an affair with his wife for the last two years. And yes I was unwise and I did not condomise.  
If she has passed anything on to the good Chief, accept my sympathyΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪΩΦ /ƘƛŜŦ 
professor signalled to his boys who began to walk up and down the aisle distributing watches, T-shirts and mobile 
ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŀƭƭ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ƻƳ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŦƭŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ 
ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǎƳƛƭŜΩΦ ..W ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ƪŜǇǘ ƻƴ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ tƻƴƳƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȊŜǊƻ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƛƳŜΦ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ƛƴ tƻƴƳƻΩ ƘŜ 
boasted. 
 
John inteǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ Ψ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ƛƴ tƻƴƳƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩ 
ΨCƻǊǘȅ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ƛƴ tƻƴƳƻƴΦ !ǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜǎ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΩ   Ǌeplied Chief professor. 
Ψ.ƛŦƻǊ ƴƪƻΚ LŦ L ƪƛƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǿŀȅ ōƻŘƛΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŝ Ǝƻ ƎŜǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΚΩ ŀǎƪŜŘ WƻƘƴ 
Ψ!ƘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ Ǝƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴǎ ōƭŀƴƪ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜȅ Ŧƛƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ Ŝ ǿƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŦƛŀƳΩ ƧƻƪŜŘ Yǳƴle. Chief Professor continued his speech. That man knows too much book, a big problem. 
.ƻƻƪ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎƻƭǾŜ tƻƴƳƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘΦ 
 
ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀŎƪƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜlcome globalization 
with open arms into Ponmon. That is the only hope for our unemployed work force. But tell me, if you sef  be Oyinbo 
ƳŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǿŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǊƻōōŜǊ ƛƴŦŜǎǘŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΚΩ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ΨbƻΗΩ L ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ 
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to see JoƘƴ ŀƴŘ YǳƴƭŜ ǎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨbƻΗΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǳǎǘƻΦ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǇΩ ǎŀƛŘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƭŀǇǇŜŘ 
Chief Professor to his seat. I was beginning to fear for my life. Last was Chief Mrs Chingum. She stood on the aisle 
and took off with all guns blazing. Ψaȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ tƻƴƳƻƴΣ ǎƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŦƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢ƛǊŜōƻ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ 
jollof eh? Why must ambitious women of Ponmon have to make apologies for their beauty? OK, I have a delicious 
bakassi but that does not mean everybody tastes it.  They may look but they can never touch. Chief Chingum will 
confirm what I am about to say, he married me a virgin and no man born of woman has ever touched me! I take 
what this Chief Tirebo has said very personal. So what if I fine. I have fine face and breasts and I say that with no 
ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ bŀ DƻŘ Řƻ ŀƳΣ ŀōƛ tŀǘƻǊ WƛƳƻƘΣ L ƭƛŜΚΩ 
 
¢ƘŜ ȅŜ ȅŜ WƛƳƻƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƛǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ L ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ψȅƻǳ ƴƻ ƭƛŜ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΩ !ƘΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛǘƻǊΦ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻrting my opponent so unashamedly? 
9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ōȅ WƛƳƻƘΩǎ ǎŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƎŜŀǊǎΣ  ΨL ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ aƛǎǎ tƻƴƳƻƴ ōŜŀǳǘȅ 
pageant shortly after the creation of own great state. I have represented this state for the last twenty years with 
dignity.Do you know what it is to answer the name Miss Ponmon all these years. Anytime I hear Ponmon, I jump to 
attention. I have Ponmon in my heart always. Was it not I who devised the blueprint for the million Prada T-shirts to 
a million Ponmon children programme? I have the best interest of our children at heart and know what they need. 
Some think it is food, housing, medical care and education but I know it runs deeper. They need a sense of self worth 
and that was why the million Prada T-shirts was such a roaring success last year. I did it for passion and because of 
the government contract I secured to supply the T-shirts. 
 
 I have also put pride in the hearts of all Ponmon women. I have inspired them to rise above the obstacles put in 
their way and make something of their lives. But these Ponmon men sef. They see a successful women in a flashy car 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊ ǎƘŜΩǎ !ǎƘŜǿƻΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ !ǎƘŜǿƻΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƻǊ 
state Ponmon  that these men have raped and abused throughout the years. These men have made Ponmon 
!ǎƘŜǿƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ tƻƴƳƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΩ 
Chineke! Complete pandemonium. All the women went wild, shouting ,clapping and taking off their Igeles and 
swirling them in the air. I don die! 
 
Ψ..WΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ wŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŜǇ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΩ /ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ /ƘƛƴƎǳƳ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻ ..W ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
and not mine that was on the line. I must confess sha, the tirade and ranting of Chief Mrs made her look delectable. 
Her flashing eyes and heaving chest. Chai! I say that woman is even more beautiful when angry.  
BBJ looked into his camera.  
 
ΨL ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ !ǎƘŜǿƻ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ Chief Mrs Chingum, the Olorogun of Gucci and the Sultan of Prada, Ponmo State 
 
Ashewo has a job to do 
Come planting or harvest seasons 
Embracing strangers who have paid 
She loves them by the dozen 
 
Right leg is up the Niger 
Left leg is down the Benue 
Blind men queue up at hot Lokoja 
Where lust points out the way 
 
Just anyone can walk in  
No qualifications required 
Come pay the fee and soon replace 
The one whose time has expired 
 
Ashewo is convinced 
She is on national service 
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She soothes the men and averts a war 
With  magic in her cervix 
 
Money, love and demons 
They pump all in Ashewo 
Money, love and demons 
They want to kill poor Ashewo  
 
BBJ make a good job of the ye ye poem. The women all cheered wildly. Half of the 104 passengers were women. The 
twins has now been washed and wrapped in blankets and the mother and babies went over to greet Chief Mrs 
Chingum and she doted over with twins like they were her own.  
 
John announced voting will be by a show of hands but all gubernatorial candidates will be exempt from voting. 
Everyone must vote or get shot. 
 
YǳƴƭŜ ǿƘƛǎǇƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊƘƻǎǘŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ Ψ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ /9hΦ /ƻƳǇƭŀŎŜƴǘ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ hƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǇƻƪŜΦ 
 
All of us were sent to ǘƘŜ ŎƻŎƪǇƛǘΦ ¢ƻ ƻǳǊ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƭ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƛƭƻǘǎΩ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎ ǎǉǳŜŜȊƛƴƎ 
in through the windows armed to the teeth. Chief Mrs suppressed her scream. They signalled to us to keep quiet and 
using bizarre sign language got us to point out the positions of John and Kunle. 
 
From what we later heard it happened in a flash. John and Kunle were both shot through the head and the ordeal 
was over. The plane was evacuated and while we sat in the VIP lounge being questioned by the police BBJ slipped 
the tapes to a runner who speed off to K-¢±Ωǎ ǎǘǳŘƛƻǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎ ¢± ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎƻǊŘƛŘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
ƭƛǾŜ ¢± ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ YǳƴƭŜΩǎ  ŘŜŀǘƘǎΦ όL ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅύΦ 
The airport was besieged by our supporters and well wishers. I must confess, I enjoyed the attention. Madam Skido 
came down and we embraced like young lovers when we saw each other. 
 
¢ƘŜ ttt ōƛƎǿƛƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ /ƘƛŜŦ aǊǎ /ƘƛƴƎǳƳΩǎ  ¢± ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƳǇƭƻǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ out of the 
Gubernatorial race and run as Vice President in the Presidential race. Her glamour will surely pull in the voters. 
After 2 hours we were on another plane to Ponmon and made the primaries just in time. 
 
L ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǊace, I Sir Skido will be the next Governor of Ponmon state. 
 
BABAWILLY 
July 2006 
 
Poem Ashewo taken from Unpublished Poetry collection- Babawilly for President. By Dr Wilson Orhiunu 

The End 

 


